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From the Principal:  
Last Tuesday the Executive Director, 
Mr Frank Potter visited our 
wonderful community school 
accompanied by the Director, 
Educational Leadership, Mr Sean 
Andrews.  After touring our school, 

they met with students and staff, who are 
continuously enhancing our Gifted and Talented 
Educational Programs namely Mrs Scowen, Mrs 
Andrews and Mrs Walsh.  Mr Potter commented 
on the high quality and variety of teaching 
programs available to our students, hence 
reinforcing the dedication and commitment that 
MPS staff have for our students. 
 
K-2 Sports Carnival 
Students in K-2 took part in their sports carnival 
last Friday.  Miss Muller, the staff and the house 
captains did a wonderful job organising the event 
with the focus being on fine sportsmanship and 
participation.  Everyone involved had a lot of fun 
and I would like to thank the parents, who offered 
their support 
by attending, 
despite the 
blustery 
conditions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Happy Campers! 
What a dedicated team of 
teachers we have!  The 
Year 3 Camp on school 
grounds was very 
successful with many 
members of the whole 
community playing a part 
in proceedings.  Some 
teachers slept over, other 
staff prepared breakfast and dinner, parents and 
staff helped to set up and pack up.  They say many 
hands make light work and it was fantastic to see 
everyone pitching in to support this great 
initiative.  One student’s comment was “I had so 
much fun, I don’t want to go home”.  Others learnt 
to wash up for the first time – a life skill, for sure! 
Camp songs were sung, stories were told and 
everyone had a fantastic time.  Thank you to 
everyone involved for providing such a beneficial 
experience for our students. 
 
Our Year 4 teachers, students and parent helpers 
headed off to Glenbawn Dam today, where they 
will camp for four days.  Judging by the size of 
some of the bags, you would think they were going 
for four weeks!  The weather forecast is fine for 
the next few days so I’m sure they will all have a 
great time and I’m looking forward to hearing 
many stories when they return on Thursday 
afternoon. 
 
Year 5 students and teachers reported that they 
enjoyed a magnificent camp last week at Morisset 
Active Education Camp.  The location, the food and 
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the activities all lived up to expectations and the 
behaviour of our students was exceptional. Well 
done to everyone involved! 
 
State Dance Festival 
On Monday, our Senior Dance Group travelled 
with teachers and parents to Sydney to perform 
‘Individuality Defined’ at the State Dance Festival. 
It is a great honour to be invited to perform at such 
a venue and I would like to recognise the efforts of 
the talented Mrs Hugo and Mrs Payne, who work 
tirelessly to create wonderful opportunities for 
our senior dancers.  I would also like to thank all 
the parents for being so supportive throughout 
the year. 
 
P & C meeting tonight 
The meeting will commence at 6pm tonight in the 
staffroom.  Free babysitting is available.  I hope to 
see as many parents/carers as possible. 
 
Stage 1 students visit China 
On Monday, 9th September, Stage 1 students had 
a very exciting day ‘flying to Beijing, China’.  Many 
staff were involved in role play situations and the 
students learnt a lot about life in China by 
engaging in lessons that focused on cooking, art 
and activities/games.  Well done to the Stage 1 
team.  It really was a day to remember! 
 
Enrolments for 2020 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming 
all new families to MPS next year.  Our school is 
now taking kindergarten enrolments, please see 
the office for an enrolment form. 
 
Please note that all public schools have a 
catchment boundary.  If you are unsure as to 
which public school your child should attend, 
please check with the office.  In line with DEC 
Policy, all new parents, who reside in our area, are 
required to complete a 100-point residential 
address check.   We are not permitted to accept 
any `out of area’ enrolments.  If you have any 
further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact 
the office. 
 

Joan Stephens – Principal 
 

  

SPORTS REPORT 
PSSA Touch Football 

 
Our girl’s touch football team will play against 

Singleton Heights Public School this Friday 13th 
September in Singleton. The game is due to start at 
1pm, please arrive at least 15 minutes prior to sort 

jersey and warm up. 

 

Swimming Lessons 

Year 1 & 2 

Dear parents/ carers, 

If you have a child in Year 
1 or 2, please remember 
to pack their swimmers, 

towel, and spare underwear 
from next Monday.  

Students will be taking part 
in a learn – to – swim 

program for two weeks. See 
additional information in 

newsletter. 
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Robots have arrived in Stage One!  

Meet Dash. He is our new robot friend in Stage One. Students will be learning 
how to code dash to move, dance, follow a path and much more. 1A had a 
little sneak peek at Dash and used teamwork and collaboration to code a range of 
movements and sounds for him. 
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YEAR 5 CAMP  
Morisset Active education camp 

Last week, our Year 5 students attended camp at Morisset. Throughout their time 
there, the students participated in many team building activities and challenging 
obstacles that helped many students overcome their fear of heights. Students went 
on The Giant Swing, The Big Drop, High Ropes, Archery, Fencing, Raft Building, 
Rock Climbing, Dual Flying Fox, Canoeing, Teamwork Matrix and Orienteering. 
We were busy the minute we awoke and did not stop until lights out. As teachers, 
we could not have been prouder of our Year 5 students; their bravery and general 
behaviour was outstanding. The instructors commented about our student’s 
positive attitudes and their supportive spirit for their mates.  

At night we participated in the awesome Commando night, where teachers dressed 
up in camouflage and students were on a quest to save the hostages in the bush. The 
only things stopping them were the teachers! Our mission was clear and in the end, 
the teachers won! We also had a Challenge Night with minute-to-win-it style games 
and on the last night was the County Fair, with activities that included, face paint, 
bungee-run, bakery stall, fairy floss making and inflatables. So much fun! 

Many thanks to everyone on making this camp a success!  

  
Mrs Kelly, Miss Brunker, Mr Bayliss 
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Assembly News  
K-2 assembly will be held on Wednesday at 2:30pm.  

3-6 assembly will be held on Friday at 2:30pm.  

KB will be performing at this week’s assembly.  

 UNIFORM SHOP 

OPENING HOURS 
Tuesday        8:30am – 9:30am 

 
Wednesday      8:30am – 10:30am 

           2:30pm- 3:30pm 
 

Friday       8:30am – 10:30am 
 

Opening hours are subject to 
availability of volunteers. 

 
 

 
 If you have enrolled your child in Kindergarten for 2020, 

please ensure that you book in your child’s transition 
sessions. 

Please phone the office on 6543 2500 to book them in! 

P & C Meeting – tonight  

 

P & C Meeting will take place this evening, 
Tuesday 10th September 2019 at 6pm in the 

Staff Room.  

Free babysitting is available.  
We hope to see many new faces!  

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://snu.edu/Websites/snuokc/images/Church%20Relations/upcoming-events.jpg&imgrefurl=http://snu.edu/church-relations-events&docid=-7n6FD37qaWU8M&tbnid=970SKq5SyjOA9M:&vet=10ahUKEwi56JCsxPbhAhUbEnIKHXMRD08QMwiNASgaMBo..i&w=1080&h=408&safe=strict&bih=985&biw=1920&q=upcoming%20events&ved=0ahUKEwi56JCsxPbhAhUbEnIKHXMRD08QMwiNASgaMBo&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwivj87-58LkAhXXAnIKHbbGAu0QjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.rainbowstpandc.org.au%2Fpost%2Fcopy-of-p-c-meeting-5-august-2019&psig=AOvVaw38j0b6iMzGiWaBcioqZpz_&ust=1568086604757046
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Year 4 camp! 

The Year 4 students are spending their second night at Glenbawn 
Dam this evening. All reports indicate that the students are having 

an amazing time.  

Students are expected to return to school at approximately 
12:30pm on Thursday 12th September 2019.  

 

Kinder Orientation Dates 
The first Kindergarten Orientation will take place on Wednesday 18th September 

2019 at 9:30am in the School Library! 

 
Please see flyer in newsletter for additional information about orientation dates. 

Stage 3 Enrichment Project Showcase!  
Parents, Carers and Friends of Muswellbrook Public School, 

You are invited to the Stage 3 Enrichment Project Showcase Afternoon. 

This event will be held in the MPS Library on Tuesday 17th September at 4pm. 

The self-nominated students have completed projects on novel writing, model building, 
cooking, coding, candle making and drone building. Come and see the amazing projects they 

have completed to enhance their knowledge. 

After viewing these projects, your child may be interested in completing an enrichment project 
next year. 

We hope to see you there!  

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiJpYDIw_zjAhUSiHAKHdi2CdAQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=http://cliparting.com/free-kindergarten-clip-art-28459/&psig=AOvVaw1V2ayw0i_jgL8wSZR3UJwo&ust=1565671649422173
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Muswellbrook Public School    Term 3 2019    Parent Copy 

Term 
Three MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SAT 

SUN 

8 

9 September 
Year 4 Camp  
 
 
 

10 September 
Year 4 Camp  
6pm P&C 
 

11 September 
Year 4 Camp  
 
 

12 September 
Year 4 Camp  
Gymnastics  
 
 

13 September 
 

14 
15 
Sep 

9 

16 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
 
 
 

17 September 
VWB Celebration 
Swimming Year 1-2 
 
 

18 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
Kindergarten 
Orientation # 1 
 

19 September 
Gymnastics  
Swimming Year 1-2 
 

20 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
 
 

21 
22 
Sep 

10 

23 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
 
 
 
 

24 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
 
 
 

25 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
 
 

26 September 
Swimming Year 1-2 
Stage 3 – Burn Bright – 
Leadership Course  
 
 

27 September 
Last day Term 3 
Swimming Year 1-2 
Rewards Afternoon  

28 
29 
Sep 

Hols 
30 September 
 

1 October 2 October 3 October  4 October 5 
6 
Oct 

Hols 
7 October 
Labour Day 
 

8 October 9 October 10 October 11 October 12 
13 
Oct 

50 DAYS FOR TEACHERS         49 DAYS FOR STUDENTS 

 

 

Presentation Days in Term 4 
Early Stage 1/Stage 1 – Monday 9th December 2019 at 9:30am  

Stage 2 – Tuesday 10th December 2019 at 12 noon  

Stage 3 – Tuesday 10th December 2019 at 9:30am  

Special invitations will be sent home to the parents of students receiving 
awards! 

Library news 

Please ensure that overdue 

library books are returned to 

school!  

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjFgurA4o3kAhVTbysKHbRJBXYQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https://www.amazon.com/126-1-Stickers-Envelope-Seals-151-WT/dp/B01C2YASUI&psig=AOvVaw10q3NbGB2QOPujfkdHi6V9&ust=1566264072469994
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Swimming Lessons  
Students in Year 1 and 2 will participate in a learn-to-swim program sponsored by Bengalla Mining Company.  

Swimming lessons will commence on Monday 16th September 2019 and finish on Friday 27th September 2019.  

Time: Group 1 (Year 1) 9:45- 11:45am and Group 2 (Year2) 11:15 am – 1:30pm.  

Students are required to bring swimmers, towel, clean underwear and goggles (not compulsory) as well as their recess and 
lunch.  

Year 1 students need to arrive at school with their swimmers under their school uniform. Year 2 students will get changed 
at school.  

A big thank you to Bengalla Mining Company for their continuous support to teach our 
young students an invaluable skill for life.  

 

 

 

Is your child feeling unwell? 
Dear Parents/ Carers, Unfortunately our school is experiencing rather high numbers of children who are feeling unwell. 
There appears to be a stomach bug comprising of cramps, nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea going around the community. 

If your child is stating that they are feeling unwell in the morning before school, please consider the table below in 
making an informed decision about the day. 

We hope the bug passes shortly and everyone is back on board to finish out the term on a healthy note. 

Please ensure that you explain all absences via the Skoolbag App, a note to the classroom teacher or by phoning the 
office on 6543 2500. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwikwr-8j7HkAhW_ILcAHQR6C1MQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.netclipart.com%2Fisee%2FwJwRi_swimming-swimming-clipart-transparent-background%2F&psig=AOvVaw36dLlqH39BCit5TnPCs-S_&ust=1567478735671389
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiG8qyB5MLkAhXPX30KHfHSCqQQjRx6BAgBEAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.peaktopeak.org%2Fdomain%2F27&psig=AOvVaw2-94TWinSRQePAhx2-ATcz&ust=1568085429732010
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Workers of the Week 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

KM – Alira A – Fantastic 
handwriting.  

KT – Ayla W – Her wonderful 3D 
work in Maths  

1A – Khi B – Excellent writing about 
China.  

1K – Lexie B – Neat handwriting. 

1M – Dean F – Great place value 
work in Maths.  

2H – Eloise M – Beautiful giant 
panda artwork.  

2W – Ollie P – Excellent work in 
Maths – Symmetry.  

 

 

 

 

 

KB – Alex E – Excellent work with 
3D objects.   

2F – Kayla C – A fantastic written 
response to her artwork.  

 

 

3M – Whole Class – Awesome campers 
and marvellous effort on their placemats.   

Year 4 – Yipping Yellow Yaks Camp 
Group – Awesome work on STEM 
activities.  

5/6A – Jade T & Lillian S – Excellent 
work creating a hyperlink for an MP4 
file.  

5/6B – Laura G – Hand line art, neat 
attractive work.  

5/6H – Mia M – Hand line art, neat 
attractive work. 

5/6J – Sophia H – Excellent writing.  

5/6K – Elizabeth G – for being involved 
in all Year 6 activities.  

5/6S – Dempsey H – Artwork for the 
Year 6 Journal.  

 

 

3D – Isabella C – Life cycle of a 
butterfly artwork,  

3S – Sophia C – A wonderful Year 3 
camp recount. 

 

Principals Awards 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwi1_ZiM-OzjAhXA63MBHdaODEcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.seekclipart.com/maxclip/ihioi/&psig=AOvVaw3Tg7l_JmNCAEnevMcR2h7S&ust=1565135973132939
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Flight MPS-123 to Beijing, China.  

On Monday 9th September 2019, Passengers from Years 1 and 2, boarded flight MPS-123 bound for Beijing, China.  

Passengers had their boarding passes scanned and completed a safety check through airport security. Customs Officer, Mrs 
Stephens had to call security on a few occasions, some passengers appeared different to the photo their passport showed.  

Passengers were seated, a final call was placed for flight MPS-123. Passengers watched the mandatory flight safety video, 
fastened seatbelts before the plane was finally ready to depart Muswellbrook for Beijing, China.  

A safety camera situated on the top of the plane, gave students a birds eye view of take-off. One passenger said take-off 
was rather noisy.  

Once in the air, passengers were treated to onboard meals and entertainment.  

Once the plane landed in Beijing China, passengers safely exited the aircraft and spent the day exploring China.  

Travellers participated in cooking classes where they made fried rice, played sport and took part in an art class.  

At the end of the day passengers once again boarded flight MPS-123, on route from Beijing, China to Muswellbrook.  

We are happy to report that even though there was some turbulence on the flight home, all passengers landed safely back 
in Muswellbrook.  
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What a great day our students had on Friday at our annual 

K-2 Sports Day! 
The sun was shining and the winds were definitely blowing, but that didn’t stop 
us from having a fantastic time. Great sportsmanship was shown during all 

activities and many students were encouraging and supportive of their friends. The 
bottom oval was jam–packed full of grade races and if students weren’t racing, 
they were completing many different novelty events, such as hockey, soccer 

dribbling, sack races and ten–pin kicking.  

 

The results from the finals: 

Kindergarten boys: 1. Travis N 2. Alex E 3. Jax. B 

Kindergarten girls: 1. Kiarni V 2. Audrey P 3. Gracie S 

Year One boys: 1. Blayze S   2. Cooper V  3. Lachlan E 

Year One girls: 1. Ruby G  2. Lexie B   3. Elliot R 

Year Two boys: 1. Conan W  2. Flynn P  3. Jayden K 

Year Two girls: 1. McKenzie M 2. Ruby M 3. Evelyn B 

 

Check out what some of our students had to say about the day!  

“I loved doing our race and getting a sticker off Mrs Stephens at the end” Isabella R (1M) 

“I liked doing tunnel ball” Kiahni V (KM) 

“The teacher’s race was so cool because I wasn’t expecting it” Nicholas D.H (2H) 

Well done to all students who took part in this day! 
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K-2 Sports Day continued! 
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MUSWELLBROOK HIGH SCHOOL 
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Year 3 Camp 
Last week, Year 3 embarked on their first school camping experience. On Monday, with the help of some dedicated parents and 
Mr Kirkwood, the top oval became a sublime camping ground with 32 tents standing proudly along Martin Place and Dawson 
Avenue. 
The campers arrived on Tuesday morning and set up their tents with the comforts of home, ie a mattress, sleeping bag, blankets, 
pillow and pride of place, their snookem! 

After setting up camp, the children set off trekking to a “secret location” to take part in some fun activities. Orienteering, 
sketching, scavenger hunting, team building games and plain old fun with their mates were some of the things enjoyed by the 
children. 
The campers then made the trek back to the campsite. After some well-earned tent time, the children worked together to refine 
their “food group” raps before performing them for their fellow campers. We soon realised we had some budding performers 
after hearing these raps! 

To continue the creative vein, each group created a chalk drawing showing things about themselves. They were a sight to behold. 
Dinner time saw a myriad of teacher helpers, under the guidance of Miss Coward and Miss Hassett, prepare and serve a 
sumptuous meal to the hungry hoards. Year 3 campers certainly had very good appetites, with many coming back for seconds 
and thirds. Washing up their dishes meant dessert could be served and the camp singalong began. A special birthday song for 
Harley followed Mrs Stephen’s rendition of “A sailor went to sea, sea, sea”. 

A night walk with our trusty torches eventually led us back to the campfire where Mr Mac shared a special story with 
us....BUT.....what goes on camp, stays on camp! Shhh! 

The children settled quickly into their tents and sleep came reasonably quickly. It was terrific to see those children who showed 
determination, resilience and used smart strategies to overcome any uncertainty they were feeling at this time. 
Morning came all too quickly for some of us, who were roused by chatting and giggles coming from the tents of the camp 
survivors! It was then time to energise ourselves with a hearty breakfast. Cereal, toast, spreads, sausages, milo and juice were 
on the menu, and again, the appetites of the campers didn’t disappoint. 

A quick clean of our teeth and change into our work clothes saw the pack up of camp begin. This is where the children learned 
the importance of having previously practiced the rolling up of mattresses, sleeping bags and blankets. Teamwork abounded 
and proved the success of the pack up. 

Snookems competitions, organising gear, more camp songs and a morning snack rounded off the day. 
“Year 3, full of glee!” had a very successful and enjoyable camp. They learned the importance of teamwork, how to use smart 
strategies to get through difficult moments, to try something you haven’t tried before, to wear socks and a beanie to keep you 
warm at night, to put as much underneath you as on top of you to stay warm and how to enjoy being together with your mates. 
A special thank you to the three parents who helped to dismantle the tents and Mr Kerrigan, Mrs Coombes, Mrs Troon, Mr 
Kirkwood and the Year 6 helpers who came to our aid when we needed to get this huge job completed. 
To the staff who gave up their time, after or before working a full day in their own classrooms, thank you from the staff and 
children of Year 3. Without you and parent helpers, this camp can’t go ahead and how sad that would be for the children who 
gain so much from it. 

Thank you parent helpers, staff and the superb Year 3 students. 

Mrs Stanford, Mrs Martin and Miss Dawson 
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YEAR 3 camp continued 

See more on the next 

page!  



 
Term 3 Week 8   10th September 2019  

 



 
Term 3 Week 8   10th September 2019  

 



 
Term 3 Week 8   10th September 2019  

 



 
Term 3 Week 8   10th September 2019  

 



 
Term 3 Week 8   10th September 2019  



 
Term 3 Week 8   10th September 2019  

 


